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REVIEWS
THE USE OF SULPHONAMIDES IN THE TREATMENT OF WOUND
SEPSIS.
THE use of the drugs known as "sulphonamides for the prevention and treatment
of wound sepsis" is a subject of obvious importance at the present time, and much
attention has recently been directed to the employment of sulphonamides by topical
application for this purpose. This interest is reflected in the many enquiries received
by the Medical Department of Messrs. May & Baker Ltd. of Dagenham, for
information on the subject.
The sudden interest in the topical application of sulphonamides to wounds is in
surprising contrast to the time-lag which occurred between research on the use of
sulphonamides in certain other fields and their general adoption for the purpose.
There appears to exist some confusion concerning the rational application of
sulphonamide prophylaxis and therapy to wounds. Messrs. May & Baker have
prepared a memorandum, in which an attempt has been made to collate and review
literature on the subject and, in summarising such data as are now available, to
present a critical review of the existing position.
This publication differs from ordinary publicity pamphlets in that it describes
Inot a particular product but certain therapeutic procedures. The memorandum
does not seek to have any advertising value, but it is hoped that it will prove of use
and interest to those in clinical practice who desire in compact form a statement of
the facts which are known and the theories which have been advanced concerning
the implantation of sulphonamide dlrugs into wounds.
Copies are available to any member of the medical profession on request to
Messrs. May & Baker Ltd., Dazenham.
TEXTBOOK OF MEDICINE. By, various authors Eclited by J. J. Conybeare,
D.M., F.R.C.P. Fifth edition. 1940. Edinburgh: E. & S. Livingstone. Pp.
1,131. Price 24s.
r,i appearance of the fifth edition of this textb)ook less than two years after the fourth edition
aindl less than twvelve years after the first e(lition is ample proof that it mieets a widespread demand.
Newv articles have been included onl (1) Congenital Cystic Disease of the Lung, and (2) Herniation
of the Nucletus PulposuLs. A fuller account is given of Gastroscopy. The section dealing with Blood
Transfusion and Blood Groups and the article on Anorexia Nervosa have been rewritten. The
use of sulphonamide group of drugs in the treatment of cerebro-spinal fever, septicaemia,
gonorrheea, etc., is described. Six new radiograms have been introduced. In these and many
other respects no effort has been spared to bring the book thoroughly up to date.
The followving errors wvere noticed -(1) In both examples wvhich have been introduLced to show
lhow to calculate manximnum and standard clearances in the "urea clearance test," there are
airithmetical mistakes. (2) On p. 249 it is stated that "lead poisoning is notifiable to the Home
Office"; it is, of course, only industrial lead poisoning that is notifiable. (3) On p. 328 it is stated
that vitamin B is absent in meat; this is surely an over-statement. (4) In the diagnosis and treat-
inient of myasthenia gravis, the dose of Prostigmin is given in c.c. instead of milligrams. (5) A fewv
mistakes in spelling have been noticed, e.g., referrable (p. 256); utterences (p. 1,012); Ferrosol
for Fersolate (Glaxo) (p. 344); Simmond's Disease for Simmonds' Disease.
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